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= Separator & Scrubber Internals
- Filtration & Separation Packages
= Oil & Gas Treatment Packages

= Mass Transfer Internals
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NITC Enhancing Business Ties

with Intl Customers
Managing Director of National Iranian Tanker
Company (NITC) Sirous Kian Ersi says dozens of
foreign customers have signaled keenness to tap
NITC»s shipping capacity for carrying crude oil and
petroleum products since the sanctions» removal.
He said restrictions regarding classing and insuring
NITC fleet by leading international insurers have been
eased thanks to the removal of sanctions on Tehrans
nuclear program and implementation of the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) in January
2016. He said NITC has leased 30 of its tankers to
foreign companies since JCPOA implementation,
adding the number will grow by the calendar yearend
to March 20 2017. «NITCs priority is carrying Irans
crude oil cargoes but its extra capacity will be used by
foreign customers,» he added. Kian Ersi said NITC
has currently no plans to enlarge its fleet of tankers,
adding the company has ordered construction of two
35k-ton ships and three 63k-ton vessels to domestic
manufacturers.

NIOC Appoints New Head
of Int)l Affairs

Ali Kardor, the managing director of National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC), has appointed Saeid Khoshrou
as NIOC»s new director of international affairs,
replacing Mohsen Qamsari.Maximizing NIOC»s rev-
enues and reducing its transportation and maintenance
costs are the chief strategies NIOCys international
department will be seeking under Mr. Khoshrou, said
Kardor in the decree devolving the post to Khoshrou.
Diversification of NIOC»s markets and customers of
crude oil and petroleum products by tapping modern,
innovative, yet smart international marketing methods
and making optimum use of the potentialities of the
energy exchange are other tasks Kardor has entrusted
Khoshrou with in his new post. Mr. Khoshrou has
served over 20 years in Iranys oil industry and has

so far held several posts at NIOC»s international
department like deputy of marketing, head of the gas
condensate domestic sales office and head of the price
assessment division of NIOC. Serving as head of

the Petro-Energy Information Network (Shana) and
carrying out research activities for the Institute for
International Energy Studies (IIES) are Khoshrows
other engagements over the past decades.Khoshrou
replaced Mr. Qamsari after his retirement.

Iran Looks to Turn Tabrlz Into Petchem Hub

Iran is planning to build major petro-
chemical projects in the vicinity of the
northwestern city of Tabriz in order to
transform the region into a petrochemi-
cal heavyweight in the country and the
region.

Speaking during a ceremony to break the
ground for an ethylene pipeline project
in Tabriz on Thursday, Iranian Minister
of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh expressed
optimism that the region will turn into a
hub of petrochemical industries in the fu-
ture given its old civilization. The official
said the pipeline project will cost IRR
300b which will be procured by private
investors. “I am optimistic that Tabriz,

as one of Iran’s civilization hubs, will
become a key region in the petrochemi-
cal industry in the future, too,” said the

is planned to build a new olefin unit in
the future in order to enhance its output,

said Zangeneh. The complex is currently
supplying 350,000 tons of petrochemicals
which will double once several develop-
ment projects for production of ethylben-
zene, styrene monomer, polystyrene and
pentane 2 come online with feedstock
supplied by the pipeline.The pipeline is
expected to come on-stream by March
2020. Stretching from Miandoab County,
West Azerbaijan Province, the pipeline
will deliver ethylene to Tabriz Petro-
chemical Complex.Doubling the output
of TPC’s ABS unit, boosting production
of pentane, launching new SBR, SBS and
PBR units at the complex are some of the
targets of the pipeline’s construction.

Iran Plans to Launch 5 Petchem Projects by March

Iran is to launch 5 new petrochemi-
cal projects within the remaining two
month of the current calendar year

to March 20, a senior petrochemical
official said.Managing Director of Na-
tional Petrochemical Company (NPC)
Marziyeh Shahdaei said on Sunday

that 4 projects will come on-stream
during the Fajr Decade, marked as the
anniversary of the victory of the Islamic
Revolution, one by the yearend, and
three others early next year.Phase I1

of Kavian Petchem Plant (with 1mt/y
output), phase II of Morvarid plant

(with 550,000 tons of annual output),
and Entekhab Plant (with 250,000 tons
of output per annum) will be launched
during the decade and phase II of Pardis
Petrochemical Plant (with one million
tons of output per annum) will become
operational by the yearend, she said.

Iranian petrochemical plants can supply
over 64 million tons of petrochemicals
annually which will reach 100 million
tons within the next 5 years, she said.
Iran has exported 9 million dollars of
petrochemicals since the beginning of
the year.

Zangeneh Lauds Parliament for shelving Article 53

Atticle 53 of the national budget bill con-
cerns pricing of feedstocks to petrochemical
plants that puts the prices lower than what
the Iranian Ministry of Petroleum has envi-
sioned for petrochemical companies.

Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zan-
geneh wrote Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani
a letter on Saturday expressing satisfaction
at the parliamentys decision to cancel Article
53 of the budget bill that would allow supply

of feedstock to petrochemical plants at a
lower price that what the petroleum ministry
had proposed.

Zangeneh, through the letter, said cancel-
lation of the article will set the grounds for

bolstering and developing the petrochemical
industry of the country. «This move will
bolster and create a bright and stable outlook
for investments and development of the
petrochemical industry,» the official wrote.

A senior petrochemical official says Iran
is likely to raise its output by 10 to 20%
this year from a year ago.

Ali Mohammad Bossaqzadeh, director of
production control at National Petro-
chemical Company (NPC), said Iran’s
petrochemical output showed a 5 to 10%
growth in the first half of the current
Iranian calendar year which began on
March 20 and is expected to grow even
more to 10-20% by the yearend. He said
production of petrochemicals has grown
dramatically in comparison with the pre-
vious calendar year which is because of

Iran Eyes 20% Rlse in Petchem Output by Yearend

increased feedstock flow to petrochemi-
cal facilities and inauguration of new
plants during the year. He said domestic
consumption of petrochemicals has
increased 12 to 18% in the current year.
A member of NPC’s board of directors,
Bossaqzadeh added that petrochemical
plants have undergone overhauls in the
first half which means their production
will rise in the second half of the year.
Iranian petrochemical plants can supply
65 million tons of petrochemical products
annually, an amount expected to more
than triple within the next few years.
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