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lran, Russia Ink 6 Oil MoUs

Iran and Russia has signed 6 oil
memoranda of understanding (MoUs)
in Tehran, the Iranian deputy pet-
roleum minister for international
affairs and trading said. Amir Hossein
Zamaninia told Shana on Wednesday
that the first deal, signed by Iranian
Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh
and his Russian counterpart Alexander
Novak, outlines strategic Tehran-Mo-
SCOw cooperation on energy grounds.
The outline agreements were signed
during Putin’s visit to the country

on Wednesday.Zamaninia said the
deals concern topics from research

~» and training cooperation to develop-

4 ment of oil and gas fields.“Today, the
National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC)
also signed two deals with Gazprom
and two others with Rosneft,” Mr.
Zamaninia added.The NIOC-Rosneft
deal was inked by Ali Kardor (NIOC
Managing Director) and Rosneft’s
head Igor Sechin.“The NIOC-Rosnest
deal is beyond a mere MoU and one of
the documents signed by Kardor and
Sechin was a confidentiality agree-
ment.”Mr. Zamaninia was also the
signatory of another deal on Wednes-
day with Gazprom, the former said.

NIOC, ORG Sign MoU for Studying Casplan Sea OIl Reserves

Norway»s Offshore Resource Group signed a
memorandum of understanding with Khazar
Exploration and Production Company to the study
the development of Sardar-e Jangal oil and gas field
off Gilan Province in the Caspian Sea as well as the
offshore exploratory blocks of 24, 26 and 29.

The agreement was signed by Jostein Kaare
Kjerstad, ORG»s executive director and KEPCO»s
managing director, Mohsen Delaviz in Tehran on
Tuesday at the presence of Norwegian Ambassador
Lars Nordrum, Deputy Oil Minister for International
Affairs Amirhossein Zamaninia as well as Gholam-
reza Manouchehri, deputy for development and en-
gineering at the National Iranian Oil Co.Pointing to
the long history of Norwegian companies) presence
in Iramys oil and gas industry, Nordrum noted that

the agreement marks the beginning of a potentially
extensive collaboration between the two countriesy
energy companies.»Oslo is willing to expand its ties
with Iran via technology transfer due to the imple-

mentation of the JCPOA [the formal name of Iran’s
nuclear deal with world powers],» Nordrum noted,
adding that Caspian Sea offshore structures let his
country extend its cooperation with Iran>s neighbor-
ing states in the northern region.Iranys oil and gas
developments are mostly concentrated in the south
where it shares the giant South Pars Gas Field with
Qatar in the Persian Gulf and several oilfields with
Iraq.Zamaninia also expressed hope that KEPCO»s
cooperation with ORG can pave the way to expand
surveys in the Caspian Sea oil and gas fields.»-
Concluding such deals indicates that international
firms have faith in Iran,» the official said, noting
that Norwegian enterprises can play a major role in
developing Iranys massive hydrocarbon reserves.
Courtesy of Financial Tribune

Iran Market Great without American Rivals: Europe Firm

A senior executive with an Austrian engineering
company says they would welcome an Iranian oil
and gas industry market without American rivals.
Speaking to Shana on the sidelines of the 1st
Austrian Technology Transfer Symposium for En-
hanced Oil Recovery by Using Treated Water here
in Tehran, the Managing Partner of SONNEK En-
gineering Company DL Werner Wieseneder talked
about the presence of his company in Iran and its
cooperation plans with local partners.»Well,... this
is not my first time in an Iran,» he said, adding:
«Regarding the business climate, I think there is

a lot of interest but we still see the same delay

in development projects because their financing
and banking issues.»So for SONNEK, «it>s only

a matter of time; it»s not the question if we will
come, but it»s a question of when we will come
here.»There are many old oilfields and they need
state-of-the-art technologies for sustainable oil pro-
duction, he added.Asked about the company>s fu-
ture plans to work with Iranian partners, Wiesene-
der said: «I am confident that the relations between
Iranian and Austrian companies are very good for
now.»How do you see the opportunity for being in
this market for cooperation with Iranian companies
and the field of enhanced oil recovery (EOR) and
improved oil recovery (IOR), asked Shana.»I think
that would be very good because first of all we

~

have the right technology for what they need be-
cause we faced the same situation years ago in the
European countries so this is where the technology
is coming from. Secondly, today, in the oil world,
there are typically either Europeans or Americans
that drive the industry forward. I don>t see the
Americans driving the business here,» he said.
Asked if the anti-Iran stances of the White House
would affect operations by European companies

in Iran, he said: «Actually there are two sides to
look at this question; the one side is that it gives us
more opportunity because the Americans are not
here and theysre not allowed to be here; so their
technology is not going to be here. ...So this gives
us a better opportunity. There is always a competi-
tion between European and American companies in

oil and gas industries.» The other thing, he said, is
of course that the business is not really powered by
the sanctions. «So, we have found our way how to
do the business and how to get the bank connection
to money transfer from Iran. So this is basically

is solved. So Ibm really looking forward to seeing
different results in the matter of the next couple of
months and it would look quicker if we didn>t have
the sanctions.»The SONNEC executive also said
that they have just opened a small office in Tehran
but «itys a legal entity because we have to be here
and I would say that the local clients are expecting
that we are not only from abroad bringing in tech-
nologies and then leave. We have opened the office
to show them that we are here to stay and work.»As
a pump specialist, SONNEK sells pumps and
pump systems that are either purchased ready for
operation by international contract partners (pump
manufacturers) or that are finished at SONNEK to
form complete systems.In many cases, SONNEK
also undertakes assembly, service and repair with
its own technicians. The customer base mainly
comprises industrial customers of all divisions with
a focus on the oil, chemical, metal, construction,
pharmaceutical and food industries as well as the
entire energy sector such as hydropower, mineral
and biogenic fuels.SONNEK is Austriays largest
manufacturer-independent pump specialist today.

Tehran Braces for Coop. with Baku in Caspian Oil Exploration

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani voiced Iranys
readiness to cooperate with Azerbaijan in carrying
out oil exploration projects in the Caspian Sea.
Speaking at a meeting with Azeri President I[Tham
Aliyev in Tehran on Wednesday, Rouhani described
attraction of finances and trade between Iran and
Azerbaijan in various fields as positive, adding,
«Iran is ready to cooperate with Azerbaijan in
various industrial sectors including oil and gas
swap and exploration of oil in the Caspian See re-
gion.»»We are very glad that today, beside mutual
Tehran-Baku relations, the trilateral Iran, Russia
and Azerbaijan ties are also considered by focused
upon by the officials of the three countries.»Rouh-
ani praised the growing ties between Tehran and
Baku and said they have set an example for other
countries in the region. He said the presidents of
the two countries have held ten bilateral meetings

in recent years, which indicates that the two sides’
officials are determined to deepen relations in all
spheres, Tasnim reported.

Aliyeyv, for his part, called for closer Tehran-Baku

relations and described the common history,
culture, and religion of Iranians and Azerbaijanis
as a great asset that links the two nations.The
Azerbaijani president arrived in Tehran on Wed-
nesday to take part in a tripartite meeting with

his counterparts from Iran and Russia.Heading a
high-ranking delegation, Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin is also in Tehran for the trilateral summit.
In August 2016, President Rouhani and his Russian
and Azerbaijani counterparts held their first tripart-
ite summit in Azerbaijan’s capital where they dis-
cussed ways of enhancing cooperation in the areas
of commerce, energy, communications, transport
and transit. They also exchanged views on environ-
mental issues and the fight against terrorism.During
today’s three-nation summit, the Iranian, Russian
and Azeri presidents will discuss regional develop-
ments and the battle against terrorism.
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Iran 2nd Largest Owner of
Gas-Run Cars in World

Iran holds the worldys second largest fleet of
gas-run cars after China, a senior oil official
says.

Iranian Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh
told the 7th ANGVA Biennial International
conference and Exhibition (ANGVA 2017)
here in Tehran on Tuesday that over 16% of
the worldys gas-run cars are in Iran.He said the
event is a palatable opportunity which can set
the ground for introduction of Iran»s achieve-
ments and capabilities in compressed natural
gas (CNG) industry and enhancing collabor-
ations with internationally active companies
in the field.» The conference can also pave the
way for the cooperation of Iran>s organiza-
tions active in the field with their international
opposite numbers,» the official said.Iran sit
atop the worlds largest natural gas reserves
with an estimated volume of 34 trillion cubic
meters.Zangeneh said the country expects to
bring its natural gas output to a billion cubic
meters per day once new phases of the super-
giant South Pars Gas Field come on-stream.
Nearly 98% of Iranys urban population and
over 70% of its rural population has access to
natural gas for heating and cooking.

Efforts to douse Rag-Sefid

Blaze Continuing
An NIOC official says efforts to extinguish
a fire at a drilling rig operating at Rag-Sefid
Oilfield are continuing but exact duration of
the operations is not clear yet.
Speaking to Shana, Mohsen Paknejad, the
deputy of production at the National Iranian
Oil Company (NIOC), said determining the
exact time required for putting out the blaze
depends on the well conditions and the meth-
ods adopted for carrying out the firefighting
operations.A fire broke out Sunday at the
oilfield near the town of Omideih, some 900
kilometers (560 miles) southwest of the cap-
ital, Tehran, just days after another fatal fire at
an oil refinery.Initial reports put the number
of casualties by the fire at oil rig No. 147 at
two.Paknejad said so far various relief and
rescue teams have been deployed to contain
the fire.Operations to level the adjacent areas
and launching of an ad hoc road for accessing
the rig more conveniently and digging a water
pool for dousing the fire are being considered
by the rescue teams.»We are working out
various methods to containing the blaze as
soon as possible,» he added.Early estimates
said at least 30 to 40 days would be needed for
smothering the fire.

I00C Installs Jacket F18 of

Forouzan Joint Oilfield
The Iranian Offshore Oil Company (I0OC)
successfully installed Jacket F18 of Forouzan
Offshore oilfield in Persian Gulf waters.
The installation paves the way for placing
the topside of Platform F18 of the field and
drilling of more oil wells, said Hamid Bovard,
I0OOC managing director.Once operational, the
platform will add nearly 7,000 barrels of crude
oil to the field>s daily production capacity, he
said. The IOOC official further added that pile
driving operation of the jacket has begun and
is expected to sum up in about 10 days.Iran
shares Forouzan Oilfield with Saudi Arabia.

SPGC Supplies near 900 bcm

of Sweet Gas in 19 Months
South Pars Gas Complex supplied 892 billion
cubic meters of sweet gas since its inaugura-
tion 19 months ago.
Ali Ahmadi, an official with SPGC, said
the complex»s refineries processed exactly
891.252 billion cubic meters of natural gas
since inauguration of the facility.He said the
refineries received 1,100 bcm of natural gas
during the 19 months for processing.South
Pars has so far produced 1.508 billion barrels
of gas condensate, he said.SPGC has also
supplied 12.67 million tons of ethane, 6.5 mt
of butane, 10.2 mt of propane and 4.3 mt of
sulfur since its inauguration.
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