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Trump Virus more Lethal than COVID-19: Iran

Iran’s OPEC governor
says the impact of the
sanctions imposed by
Donald Trump Adminis-
tration on Iran was more
severe to its gas produc-
tion than the coronavirus
pandemic.

Addressing a virtual
Ministerial Roundtable
ahead of the 22nd Min-
isterial Meeting of the
Gas Exporting Countries
Forum (GECF) at his
Tehran office on Wednes-
day evening, Amir Hos-
sein Zamaninia said, “I
would say that the very
meeting that we have
through video confer-
ence is the antithesis of
our fossil fuel market
expansion. By having
this meeting on video
conference, more than
200 cars did not drive to
airports, more than 200
or 300 tickets were not
purchased; planes did not
fly from all across the
world to Algeria and did
not come back; and that
is the definition of a new
normal.”“This is a very
interesting term to me,
the new normal; yowre
learning new things, new
way of doing business
more efficiently, perhaps
with more consideration
for the environment and
also recognizing the role
of technology in our
business,” the official,
who is also an ad-hoc
member of the execu-
tive board of GECF,
said.“Now, as far as Iran
is concerned, coronavirus
had less impact on our
gas business than the

L a4

Donald Trump virus in
2018,” Mr. Zamaninia
added, saying: “We got
used to viruses and coro-
navirus did not reduce
our production, I mean,
gas production. Now, we
produce close to a billion
cubic meters of gas a
day; unfortunately, we
consume it like a hungry
man domestically. About
95% of our 80 million
population have access
to piped gas in their
homes, even in remote
areas. But the silver lin-
ing for the Trump Virus
for us or the sanctions
against us is that we are
increasingly learning to
decouple our national
economy from revenues
of fossil fuels.”He further
seconded remarks by the
Secretary General of the
Organization of the Pe-
troleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) Mohammed
Sanusi Barkindo regard-
ing a recovery under
way in the gas market,
saying, “We think that
the recovery will take
place even though at a

slower rate than expected
in the past. As far as we
in Iran are concerned,
the COVID-19 has
inflicted a great toll on
us.”Over 400 people
lose their lives in Iran
because of COVID-19,
said Zamaninia, who

is also deputy Iranian
petroleum minister for
international affairs and
trade. Close to 10,000
people are afflicted with
this coronavirus in Iran
every day which is partly
the result of plummeting
income for the country,
he added.“Now, the
sanctions have ripped us
off, have deprived us of
hundreds of billions of
dollar of income for a
developing country with
80 million population,
and that has somewhat
compromised our health
services to attend to the
people who get afflicted
with COVID-19. Now,
the combination of the
sanctions and COVID-19
has resulted in this tragic
figure of 400 people
dead every day.”*“Now,

globally speaking, tak-
ing after the Secretary
General, his Excellency,
Mr. Barkindo, we remain
hopeful. We remain
hopeful that recovery
will take place, if not in
the mid-term, in the long
term. As a global gas out-
look study pointed out, in
2050 it is anticipated that
the share of gas will be
somewhere around 28%
compared to 23% today.
Therefore, we do remain
hopeful and we think that
the change of consumer
behavior also will work
to the benefit of market
expansion.”The yearly
Ministerial Meeting

of the Gas Exporting
Countries Forum (GECF)
will take place on 12
November under the
rotating Presidency of
the Democratic People’s
Republic of Algeria. The
meeting, and its related
events, will convene
virtually owing to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The 22nd Ministerial
Meeting will discuss the
current issues related to

the gas industry and its
interconnected domains
of geopolitics, economy,
and sustainability.
Esteemed Ministers from
the 20-member group-
ing will also address

the key agenda items of
membership expansion,
annual budget, the new
GECF Award, and the
6th GECF Gas Summit
of Heads of State and
Government, scheduled
for 2021.In addition, the
flagship publications

of the GECF, Annual
Short-Term Gas Market
Report and the Global
Gas Outlook 2050, will
be reviewed, while the
Annual Statistical Bul-
letin will be unveiled.
The Ministerial Round-
table was held as an
opportunity to discuss
natural gas in a post-
pandemic world. The
day-long conference
featured two separate
themes of short- and
long-term impacts of
COVID-19 on gas
markets. Stuart Elliot of
S&P Global Platts and
Dr Bassam Fattouh of
the Oxford Institute for
Energy Studies served
as the moderators on the
two sessions.The 22nd
Ministerial Meeting will
be partially broadcasted
and open to members
of public and media.

On 9-10 November, an
Extraordinary Execu-
tive Board meeting were
held to finalise the
agenda and big-ticket
items of the 22nd Minis-
terial Meeting.

-0
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Gas Refinery Wins IPMA Excellence Award

Sazeh/Jahanpars Consortium

Iron

Persian Gulf Bidboland Gas Treating
Plant(Package A) / EPCC, Iran

IPMA Global Project Excellence Award 2020

Finalist

in the category Mega-Sized projects — Energy

Iy i

Iran’s Bidboland Gas Refining
Project in Khuzestan Province,
southwestern Iran, has won the
International Project Manage-
ment Association (IPMA)’s
Global Project Excellence
Award at the energy sector.
The project, which was
recently awarded as the
country»s top mega project

by the Ninth National Project
Management Award, has been
announced third among four
final nominees for the IPMA’s
2020 Global Project Excel-
lence Award in the energy
sector, reported the refinery

in its website.According to
the selection of the judges of
this international competition,
the megaprojects are divided
and assessed in two categories
of infrastructure and energy.

As the largest gas refinery
project in West Asia with an
investment of $3.4 billion,

the Persian Gulf Bidboland
project is now in operation.
Located in Behbahan County
in the southwest, Bid Boland
will have an annual production
capacity of 10.4 million tons
of methane, 1.5 million tons
of ethane, one million tons

of propane, 600,000 tons of
gas condensates, and 500,000
tons of butane, once fully
operational. With the imple-
mentation of the project, the
production capacity of Iran’s
sweet and other gases will
increase, which will be used
to feed petrochemical plants
in Mahshahr and supply urban
areas in the region. Exports are
also anticipated.

Plant Saves over Rls.5,000b by
Reviving Key Catalyst

The operation of reviving the palladium
catalyst of Phase 2 of Shahid Tondgouyan
Petrochemical Plant saved the company over
Rls. 5,000 billion.

According to the facility, the Japanese
company NECC, which under the license of
BASF, produced carbon-based palladium cat-
alysts for Shahid Tondgouyan Petrochemical
Company stopped supplying the item under
the pretext of Western sanctions against Iran.
This is while Shahid Tondgouyan Petro-
chemical Company is the only supplier of
PET/PTA in Iran.By design, the plant needs
14 tons of palladium catalysts to produce the
item and the catalyst must be replaced after
producing every 700,000 tons of the item, but
due to the embargo and lack of supply of the
catalyst needed, Shahid Tondgouyan Petro-
chemical Company’s engineers developed a
new method to revived the catalyst which is
unique in its kind. Likewise, they were able
to produce more than one million and 870
thousand tons of the PET/PTA with the same
catalyst.By doing so, at least €12.5 mil-

lion was saved by supplying the palladium
catalyst of Phase 2 of Shahid Tondgouyan
Petrochemical Complex.

Petropars Begins Drilling
Operations at South Pars Phase

11
Offshore drilling operations of phase 11
of the South Pars gas field began with the
installation of the drilling rig at the SPD11B
border location.
According to Pars Oil and Gas Company,
Mohsen Rezaei, head of the South Pars Phase
11 development project, said with installa-
tion of the drilling rig at Phase 11, drilling
operations started at SPD11B site in order to
increase gas production from the joint field in
the Persian Gulf.Referring to the installation
of a 2,200-ton jacket in the SPD11B position
in late May, he said: «According to the plans,
the Iranian MD-1 rig, owned by MAPNA
Drilling Company, is currently stationed
in this position and drilling 12 appraisal/
development wells has started to achieve a
daily production capacity of one billion cubic
feet (equivalent to 28 million cubic meters)
of sour gas from the phase.”The head of the
South Pars Phase 11 development project
stated that in order to accelerate the increase
of production capacity of South Pars gas
field, SPD11B wells will be drilled in two
stages; in the first stage, by drilling and
completing five appraisal/development wells
and ingtallation SPD11B platform, the initial
production of this project will be realized
at the rate of 500 million cubic feet per day,
then by drilling and completing seven other
development wells, simultaneously with the
initial production, the total gas recovery from
this platform will reach one billion cubic
feet per day (equivalent to 28 million cubic
meters). The development plan of phase 11
of South Pars, under the auspices of Pars Oil
and Gas Company, is being implemented by
Petropars Company as the main contractor
of the project in both surface and subsurface
sections. The purpose of this project is to
produce 2 billion cubic feet of rich gas per
day and transfer it to the South Pars onshore
refineries.Following the development of this
project, the installation of pressure boosting
facilities in order to increase the period of
sustainable production and maximum gas
extraction from the South Pars gas field is on
the agenda of Pars Oil and Gas Company.
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