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Commissioner Phil Hogan starts visit to Tehran
with meeting with Iranian agricultural minister

Phil Hogan, agriculture and rural development Commis-
sioner, met with Iran’s minister of agriculture Mahnmoud 
Hojjati on 11 November 2017 as part of his visit to Tehran. 
Following their meeting, this joint release was issued to the 
press:

The EU Commissioner for agriculture and rural develop-
ment Phil Hogan and the Islamic Republic of Iran’s Minister 
of Agriculture, H.E. Mahmoud Hojjati, meeting in Tehran, 
welcomed the recent positive developments of the Iran-EU 

a new chapter in their agricultural relations, by cooperating 
on agriculture and rural development. They committed to en-
hance bilateral agri-food trade and investment and intensify 
exchanges at technical level. This visit of the EU Commission-

accompanied by a delegation of EU business representatives 
of the agri-food sector, representing in total over 40 different 
companies and organisations across a wide range of sectors 

process.
The two sides made reference to agriculture and other areas 

of cooperation included in the Joint release issued by the 
High Representative/Vice-President of the European Union, 
Federica Mogherini and the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, Javad Zarif, on 16 April 2016.

Commissioner Hogan indicated the EU commitment to 
cooperate with Iran on the organisation of events and meet-
ings in areas of common interest, such as the EU’s sanitary 
and phytosanitary system, geographical indications (where 
registrations by Iran would be encouraged), medicinal plants, 
organic farming, agriculture and rural development policy, 
irrigation, and to seek ways to facilitate trade in other areas 
of export interest to Iran, aimed at enhancing access to the 
EU market. Knowledge exchange is a key element of this 
cooperation. These initiatives could be supported as appro-
priate by the EU’s promotion policy for agri-food products, by 
the Partnership Instrument or by the Better Training for Safer 
Food Initiative.

The EU Commission will also inform Iran about the 

conditions for taking part in EU Research and Innovation 

sustainable agriculture, marine and maritime resources & the 
bioeconomy. A commitment was also made on speeding up the 
procedure for authorizing Iranian exports of ostrich products 
and trout from aquaculture to the EU market, and to initiate 
the procedure for authorizing the entry into the European 
Union of registered horses from Iran.

Minister Hojjati indicated from the Iranian side the commit-
ment to cooperate with the EU on speeding up the authori-
sation of remaining requests of EU member states in the SPS 

oil, feedstuffs), on further simplifying and streamlining the 
SPS requirements on imports of such products agreed with 
EU member states (via close contacts between the regulatory 
authorities of the two sides), and on discussing harmonized 
import requirements for exports from the EU. Furthermore, 
Minister Hojjati committed to facilitate the procedures for 
direct registration of EU geographical indications (GIs), 
and indicated the determination of Iran in joining the Union 
Internationale pour la Protection des Obtentions Végétales 
(UPOV).

Minister Hojjati and Commissioner Hogan highlighted 
the importance of facilitating business to business contacts 
between EU and Iranian agri-food companies and farm 
groups, with a view to develop communication channels and 
partnerships. In this respect the Commissioner and the Min-
ister hailed the cooperation established between Food Drink 
Europe and the Iranian Federation of Food Industries during 
this visit.

Minister Hojjati and Commissioner Hogan instructed 

agriculture and rural development policy, agri-food trade and 
other related topics, through regular expert meetings aimed 
at steering this cooperation and identifying further areas 
of work. This could take place in the framework of expert 
meetings on trade and investment, the next one to take place 

again within a year to review progress.



the prospective to do so – for membership. The 

countries (Albania, the Former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Turkey) 
and two potential candidates (Bosnia and Herze-
govina and Kosovo). The EU is supporting trans-
formation and modernization to the tune of 11.7 € 
billion between 2014 and 2020. Support focuses 
on the rule of law, fundamental rights, economic 
development and competitiveness, as well as the 
functioning of democratic institutions and public 
administration reform.

IRAN
In July 2015, following years of EU-led diplo-

macy, a historic international agreement was 
reached on Iran’s nuclear programme. The talks 
were chaired by High Representative Federica 
Mogherini and involved Iran and France, Ger-
many, the United Kingdom, China, Russia and 
the United States. The High Representative now 
coordinates the Joint Commission overseeing the 
implementation of this agreement that is already 
bringing positive results. All sides have been 
sticking to their commitments. However the im-
plementation is an ongoing task and we need to 
ensure it remains full and effective throughout the 
lifetime of agreement. The deal has also enabled 
the opening of a new page for EU-Iran relations. 
Concrete result have been achieved with an in-
crease of 43% in bilateral trade year-over-year. 
We aim at a gradual reengagement across the 
different sectors, including on human rights. We 
also stand ready to use this opportunity to support 
countries in the region to build a more coopera-
tive regional environment. This is a key example 
of the EU’s diplomacy at its very best.

 Reconnect the economies of Iran and the EU

The EU is a global economic power and has the 
world’s largest single market, reaching over 500 
million people. Before the nuclear- related sanc-

states, was Iran’s main economic partner. Recon-
necting the economies of the EU and Iran will in-
crease the well-being and prosperity of Iranians 
and Europeans alike.

The EU supports Iran’s bid to join the World 
Trade Organization and will cooperate with Iran 

industry and agriculture. Since the nuclear deal 
came into force bilateral trade between the EU 
and Iran has almost doubled. 

The EU and Iran have also agreed to engage in 
a dedicated dialogue on energy and to cooperate 

-
ral gas and oil reserves, Iran can contribute to the 
EU’s strategy of diversifying its energy sources. In 
turn, the EU is reliable market for Iranian exports 
and can offer expertise and environment friendly 
technology. The EU could therefore play a crucial 
role in revamping Iran’s output and production 
capacity, and in developing its renewable energy 
potential.

Key EU targets for 2020
20% cut in greenhouse gas emissions compared with 

1990
20% of total energy consumption from renewable energy

Key EU targets for 2030
At least 40% cut in greenhouse gas emissions compared 

with 1990
At least 27% of total energy consumption from renew-

able energy

Long-term goal
By 2050, the EU aims to cut its emissions substantially – 

by 80- 95% compared to 1990 levels as part of the efforts 
required by developed countries as a group.



60 years of EU in the World
The voice of the European Union and its people is heard all around 

Asia, from the Greater Middle East to The Americas, the European 
Union’s diplomatic network runs wide and deep to all corners of the 
globe, making a difference when it comes to human rights, democracy support, migration, development, responding 
to crises, providing security, contributing to defense and building the resilience and capacities of societies. 139 
Delegations represent the EU and its citizens around the globe, building networks and partnership and promoting 
the values and interests of the EU. Since the Rome Treaties in 1975, the European Union has enjoyed six decades of 
unparalleled peace, prosperity and security. European countries living peacefully side-by-side has also contributed 
to a more peaceful world.

From 6 to 28
The European Union is a unique economic and 

-
tries that together cover much of the continent. The 

idea being that countries that trade with one an-
other become economically interdependent and so 

founded the European Coal and Steel Community, 
and later, in 1957, the European Economic Commu-

nity and the European Atomic Energy Community: 
Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and 
the Netherlands. A further 22 countries have since 
joined the EU, including a historic expansion in 

-
cades of division, followed by further enlargement 
in 2007 and 2013.

The EU remains an attractive project for our 
neighbors and beyond. The EU’s enlargement pol-
icy aims at preparing those European countries 
which aspire to join the EU - and have been given 



 Three determinative days
in Iran’s Agriculture

The summit of economy activists of Tehran Commerce 
Chamber and trade delegation of EU Agriculture and 
Food Industry Commission was held in Tehran Spinas 
Hotel at 11,12,13 Nov.

Chamber welcomed the European high ranked delega-
tion. After that, Phill Hogan pointed to new ground of 
economic relations between Iran and Europe. The next 
lecturers were Eng. Mehrfard, Commercial Improve-
ment Assistant of Jihad-e-keshavarzi Ministry, Eng. 
Tahmasebi, Gardening Assistant of Ministry, Morta-
zavi, Board of director of Iran Food Industries, Kaveh 
Zargaran, Director of Tehran Chamber Agriculture 
Commission and Gh.Farooghi, Director of Iran Agri-
culture Commission, that everybody emphasized to im-
prove the economy relations between Iran and Europe 
commission.

Eng. Mehrfard asked to decrease tariffs on Iranian 
Agriculture merchandises and requested Phill Hogan to 
follow the matter. Also Eng. Farooghi gave the coopera-
tion possibilities between Iran and Europe commission.

Dr. Mehrabani showed a presentation and introduced 
the main indexes in Iran Agriculture which received at-
tention of delegation. 

It is noteworthy that the presence of 70 members from 
-

cially in this time which the context of negotiations be-
tween Iran and some of the countries of the region, has 
risen, so the point of view of Iranian businessmen and 
politicians Considering the importance of Iranian mer-
chants in the agricultural and food industry, the delega-
tion was very welcomed The topics and demands made 
by the Iranian speakers were:

 1- Reducing tariffs on the issuance of goods to Europe

 2 - Establishing bank facilities for transferring money 
by Iranian businessmen

of agriculture from Europe to Iran

4 - Ease of exporting Iranian goods to European coun-
tries

5 - The EU’s commitment to signing memoranda and 
not under pressure from the United States
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A mutual recognition agreement (MRA) is an international*
agreement by which two or more countries agree to recognize one
another’s conformity assessments
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Farmer House Fifth Con-
gress Opened in Atten-
dance with President

In this important event, in addition to president, Farmer 
House General Secretary and his deputy, 500 farmers, 
agriculture experts and related individuals were attended.

All of attendees believed we need to act to improve farmers’ life and production condition. In selecting 
master farmers there was an inattention to women that caused to a woman from Zanjan how said: after 
now we call the Farmers House as Men Farmers House.

Some president’s points were:
1-Crops produce that increased from 97 to 118 million tones is a great achievement.
2-Soil and water are essential resources, so we have to protect them. 
3-Agricultural and food products import decreased from 13.4 milliard dollar in 1392, to 7.8 milliard 

dollar which is a precious motion.
Also Eng. Hojati said:

modern irrigation systems.
2-To solve the water crisis we have to transfer some cultures in green houses. 
Eng. Keshavarz, minister assistant in agronomy also said:

down.
2-All the crops except wheat, barley and potato must cultivate in seedlings.  

First Mexico and Sec-
 ond Iran in Greenhouse
Development

Iran is following Mexico to improving Green-
house unites in the world. 

 Baniamery, the executer of agriculture minister
greenhouse plan improving said: under cultiva-
 tion ground for vegetables is 6400 hac and 2000
 hac for followers. He added: we have paid 963
 milliard tomans banking loans to develop green
.houses



 Three Days Determinative
for Agriculture Economy

In spite of interior and exterior oppositions, the JCPOA 
was approved in 14/Jun/2015. After that event the Eu-
ropean Union canceled all of related sanctions on Iran. 
The minister Hojati journeys to France, Greece and other 
European countries and his meetings prepared the ground for some cooperations.

So, Phile Hogan, the European Commissioner arrived at Iran in 10/Nov/2017 in head of high ranked 
delegation and stayed 3 days to meet Iranian governors.

This journey and the mutual comprehensive negotiations had great and historical achievements for Iran, 
especially in economy and agricultural trading and food industry. 

In Phile Hogan speeches were points to establish an agency in Iran, decreasing tariffs on Iranian goods, 
activate the Swift in some European banks to transfer the money, transfer technologies to produce im-
proved seeds, prepare the grounds to joint investing and many other subjects.

We publish the subjects about this journey in 16 pages and analyzed the results that can be seen in future. 

 Iranians Ate 12000
 Tones Butter in 6
Months

According to foreign trade statistics that pub-

year, about 12000 tons of butter was imported.

Customs statistics show this amount of butter 
was imported from UAE, Turkey, Newzealand, 
Holland, Germany and Irland. 8500 tones was 
from UAE. 

2.1Milliard dollar for Exported Crops
Dr. Bakhshandeh agriculture minister assistant in planning and economy said: more than 

goods. 
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