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Gas Innovations for a Sustainable Future:
Oman to Host the International Gas Union
Research Conference in 2020

International Gas Union Research Conference 2020 to take place from
24-26 February 2020, Oman Convention and Exhibition Centre

In 2020, Muscat will host the
prestigious International Gas
Union’s (IGU) 16th International
Gas Union Research Conference
(IGRC 2020) in collaboration
with Oman LNG, attracting
many senior-level executives and
technical gas experts from the
global gas and energy industry.
This is the first time the confer-
ence will be hosted in the Middle
East, under the patronage of the
Ministry of Oil and Gas.

The event will welcome a host of
international and local guests to
join the three-day conference and
exhibition focused on gas inno-
vations for a sustainable future;

a conversation which is due to
provide a unique insight into the
technologies of tomorrow within
this ever-evolving sector.

IGRC is a triennial event
organized by IGU, expected

to attract over 1,000 partici-
pants representing more than

40 countries. IGRC 2020 will
highlight the research, develop-
ment and innovation aspects

of the ever-growing gas and
energy industry. Additionally, the
esteemed event will bring enor-
mous socio-economic benefits to
Oman and promote the country
as an important foothold to hold
conferences, exhibitions and
events. It will also leverage the
Sultanate’s $trategic location and
enhance the country’s profile as
a preferred destination for doing
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ing the balance of supply and
demand. With natural gas as

the world’s cleanest and most
efficient fossil fuel, Oman LNG
plays an important role, bringing
energy to many corners of the
world, helping to diversify the
country’s economy.

Oman LNG, as the longest
existing IGU member in Oman,
has invested great efforts to bring
prestigious gas events to Oman,
to be able to showcase the multi-
tude of wonders this country has
in abundance — from its strategic
geographic location and well-
developed venues to the beautiful
natural splendor.

The LNG industry is a significant
contributor to a steadily increas-
ing quality of life for citizens and
residents in the Sultanate through
its execution of a wide swath

of social investment programs
through the Oman LNG Devel-

business.

The event could not have come
at a better time, as 2020 marks
a significant milestone in which
Oman LNG will celebrate 20
years of its existence since its
start of operations in the year
2000. Oman LNG was estab-
lished through the visionary
leadership of His Majesty Sultan
Qaboos bin Said by a Royal
Decree in 1994.

According to the IGU, Oman
supplies a critical three percent
(3%) of liquefied natural gas
(LNG) to meet demand in the
international LNG trade and its
volumes are pivotal in keep-

opment Foundation that address-
es many economic and social
needs. The export of Oman’s
first cargo was in 2000 and since
then, proceeds from the blossom-
ing trade have supported, what
some observers have described
as an ambitious diversification
program that has spurred growth
in other important sectors of the
economy, Including tourism,
agriculture and the spread of
vital infrastructure that supports
business and daily life.

During IGRC 2020 press confer-
ence which was held on Septem-
ber 5th, Prof. (JM) Joe Kang,

IGU’s president said: “Research,
development and innovation

are fundamental to the future of
the natural gas industry and it

is particularly exciting to bring
IGRC to this region for the first
time. I extend IGU’s thanks to
the Sultanate of Oman’s Ministry
of Oil and Gas under His Excel-
lency Dr Mohammed bin Hamad
Al Rumhi, who are patrons of
IGRC 2020, and our member
Oman LNG and its CEO Mr
Harib Al Kitani, who is our host.
With Muscat’s easy accessibility,
and with so much natural gas and
LNG activity and opportunity in
the region, we look forward to
the support and participation of
regional and global stakehold-
ers.”

Mr. Khalid Al Massan, CEO of
Oman LNG Development Foun-
dation and Chair of IGRC 2020
National Organising Committee,
stated,” We are delighted to host

a prestigious conference. Such
outstanding success is attributed
to the on-going cooperation
between the International Gas
Union, and Oman LNG with the
immense support of the Oman
Convention and Exhibition
Centre”.

Mr. Rodney Cox, Events Direc-
tor of the IGU, said, “The IGU is
very pleased to welcome Muscat,
Oman, as the host of IGRC
2020. IGU Charter Member,
Oman LNG, has been an active
contributor to IGU and hosting
IGRC 2020 builds on this ongo-
ing support. We look forward
to an outstanding conference
that supports both IGU’s global
objectives, as well as a legacy for
the natural gas industry in Oman
and the region.”

The Sultanate is widely rec-
ognised as a global leader in
enhanced recovery technologies.
This is largely thanks to the
country’s focus on research, and
the key reason behind Oman’s
application to host IGRC 2020
was to further Oman’s ambi-
tion of becoming a knowledge
economy and to transform the
commodity reliant country into
one that helps shape the world’s
thinking. The congress will help
Oman realize its vision and help
contribute to disseminating the
best practices and research in
enhanced oil and gas recovery.

Eng. Said Al Shanfari, CEO of
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such prestigious event to Oman.
The IGRC 2020 will captivate
the attention of thousands of se-
nior leaders, partners and experts
of the gas industry together. Such
conference will accommodate

a great atmosphere of sharing
invaluable insights on the role
of natural gas today, and in the
future. The timing of the event
cannot be better as it comes
amid ambitious gas discoveries
and a booming gas industry. We
take this opportunity to thank all
members of the IGU Executive
Committee who marked Oman
as the next destination for such

the Oman Convention & Exhibi-
tion Centre (OCEC) the official
venue partner of IGRC 2020,
said, “It is a privilege to be able
to showcase Oman and OCEC
as the leading venue of choice
in the Arabian Gulf and we are
honored to host the 2020 IGRC
Conference.”

“OCEC has now won 22 inter-
national and regional conferences
that will be hosted in the Sultan-
ate over the next few years, con-
tributing over OMR24.5 million
(US$63.5 million) and we look
forward to welcoming the IGRC
delegates from 24-26 February
2020,” he added.

Iran to Begin SP.1
1 Development before March
2020: Official

An official with the National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) said that the develop-
ment project of South Pars Phase 11 would
commence this calendar year, which ends on
March 20.

Reza Dehghan, NIOC deputy director for
development and engineering affairs, said
that talks were continuing with CNPC Inter-
national for implementing the project. CNPC
International is one of the two members of

a consortium to develop the project along
with Iran’s Petropars. France’s Total was

also in the consortium before it pulled out of
the project due to US sanctions on Iran’s oil
industry.“Arrangements have been made to
begin developing the project this [calendar]
year under any circumstances. We will be
able to speak more definitely in two months,”
he told Shana.The official said he would dis-
close more information about the project in
the coming weeks, adding that the capabili-
ties of Iranian companies were incomparable
with the time South Pars development had
started back in 2002.“Undoubtedly, Petropars
has the qualities needed for developing the
first phase of the project.”

Aban and West Paydar

Dehghan said that the contract for develop-
ing Aban and West Paydar oilfields was
progressing and so far, 4 joint management
committees had been held concerning the
projects.He further said that the Supreme
Economic Council had signed off on devel-
oping Sepehr and Jofeir fields and imple-
mentation of their contract would start within
days. Moreover, contracts of Cheshmeh
Khosh, Dalperi and East Paydar fields would
be enforced this calendar year and their
development would begin afterwards.

Talks on the Go

Dehghani said that NIOC’s talks with do-
mestic and foreign companies were continu-
ing despite US’s withdrawal from the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),

a nuclear deal Tehran struck with the P5+1
group of countries back in 2015.In the
calendar year of 1397 which ended on March
20 2019, NIOC signed a total of 12 study
MoUs with Iranian and foreign companies,
which would lead to signature of several
contracts by the end of this calendar year,

he added.The official said studies valued at
roughly $150 million were being carried out
for NIOC under the over 100 MoUs it signed
with numerous companies in the aftermath of
the nuclear deal.

Iranian Firm to Develop Bilal

Gas Field
The National Iranian Oil Company (NIOC)
is to sign a $440m contract with a domestic
company to develop Bilal Gas Field in the
Persian Gulf.
Reza Dehghan, the NIOC deputy director for
development and engineering affairs, said
the contract would be signed with Petropars
Company next week.He said by implementa-
tion of the offshore project, the field’s output
will reach 500 million cubic feet per day of
sour gas.The produced gas will be transferred
to Platform C of South Pars Phase 12 and,
after processing, will be sent to the phase’s
onshore refinery via a sea pipeline, Dehghan
said. Bilal Gas Field is located east of South
Pars in the Persian Gulf and 90 km southwest
of Lavan Island.
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SPECIAL REPORT

TOP 100 CHEMICAL COMPANIES

THE ICIS TOP 100 CHEMICAL COMPANIES

Operating profit Net Inco

2018 % Change 2018 % Cha

ar . . = T $m, change in reporting currencies
aslgils clac) el cylalic | Jodb | Wew L
Q=g LENBLG e L‘r!,- W ape : 1 Sinopec? 79486 249 3,926 0.1 - : - - - 2846 150 60,062 47
lﬁ &J:P £ L o 2 BASF 71,797 2.4 7,278 469 5392 226 99154 99 2323 100 4007 63 122404 6.0
) LySsng Ll f."‘ 4 3 Dow: 60,278 86 7,036 864 4,633 6787 717378 32 1,536 68 2538 193 54000 00
a  sABIC? 42,213 121 9,600 176 - - 79653 0.2 - - : -
5 LyondellBasell 39,004 131 5231 42 4690 38 28278 7.9 115 B85 2,105 361 19450 45.1
_;.Lu: I‘“l"n"" s o I ES | § (5095 et o )_{J 5 )-.L1 6  DowonMobil Chemical 32,443 13.1 3351 258 36035 4.5 2,235 -40.7
¥ 2 i U < 2 X 7 INEOS 31,284 21 3629 93 - : - - - :
l..*.-_].)_n [WTSY. 1] 9.1: 9 L] -'_N| L'rt"r“ Lglm.‘,ﬂ.l.ﬂ |_: Lg.]."'l 8 DuPont* 26,279 80 4462 - 5,018 - 101,025 -10.6 1,524 0.7 1311 178
9 LG Chem 25310 97 2017 233 1,364 249 25994 156
..&!M'ﬁémdlﬁﬁﬁeﬁl ql-Lﬂ-”DH 10 Rellance Industries® 24,720 37.3 4,622 519 - - - )
h 11 ;"‘Iz”‘}'sﬁ',cnem"’a' 22247 51 1,820 4T.4 23304 2.1
dol pylse)l dy —
+ pyeth et 12 Toray 21,773 83 1,289 96 723 172 25415 82 - 48320 56
13 Sumitomo Chemical 21,133 58 1,668 27.1 1,390 144 28908 34 1,289 00 1,473 18
14 SKInnovation? 20,782 152 1,417 161 - - - - - - - - - -
: ; b 15 Wil 7 0 1470 274 1, 38, , 3, 0. 5 . , .
L}"‘Jis I I5 ng_ ey a5 (B 1@)_} Sherwin-Willlams 17,534 1?_0 1,470 27 1,109 358 19134 38 &2 10,3 251 126 53368 13
C“l: = MR 24 daib --J 16 Evonlk 17,211 45 1,566 116 1,093 307 23234 1.7 526 36 1,203 26 36043 13
. oA : : e age 17 Merck KGaA 16,095 2.2 1,978 287 3,80 209 42257 36 2,520 4.8 1068 7.9 51,749 23
el pleaws Slallb elbpsad 1 b wiliie b
= - / . 18 Covestro 16,743 0.0 295 81 2088 93 12697 23 316 07 798 369 16770 37
e 15 305 T o A RS & 19 PTT Global Chemical 16,048 179 1,450 61 1246 44 14519 79 - - 809 673 6427 15
s et e @ o o o s 33N 0 PPG 15,374 4.2 1,788 4.4 1341 159 16015 32 441 22 411 142 27,800 14
By : 1 1.2 . ; 21 Bras 945 17. : 294 7 -29. 25 . ] !
Fqb ulb:!-“' g 'L."l"""' Lo ‘ULSJLS 'L.Jl)‘g"lj dilealss Braskem . 14,945 17.7 1,558 -20.4 49 29.7 15253 11.0 52 19.8 697 19.0
4 ’ # ’ 22 Lotte Gl 14858 42 1,767 328 1475 281 18679 64 83 0.7
Sl g0 a-'-;‘: o >g0 Al oS s ‘-j|53| |2 23 Ecolab 14668 60 1,947 02 1,440 52 20075 06 216 7.5 847 25 49000 1.2
Lot 3 e ! 24 ShinEtsu Chemical * 14,529 106 3,680 199 2818 161 27,697 4.7 514 9.0 2193 365 21735 78
A L'.I"Q" L“""""?.?"” 9 slasiasis l.sh il gr L'IL"“ e 25 Johnson Matthey 13711 46 678 479 527 386 71,580 174 242 16 412 488 12988 54
HeS s ¥ T H 26 Mitsui Chemicals 13,516 116 851 0.8 694 6.3 13682 4.9 326 7.2 564  23.8 17,743 2.7
IJ ICIS dusiga (gladuy 4o i ""3‘.! e g 21 Solvay 12944 29 1,130 10 1,028 196 25202 26 403 83 814 07 24501 02
: : o 28 E;‘“’".’“ :’“"""9 11,310 248 - : 2069 431 16610 0.9
3983 b Auls Suals = Chemica . i . i . . . i
=2 4 w 29 Petro Rabigh 10,833 198 271 404 178 530 17,092 39 - - 781 125 - .
- e 3 30  Indorama Ventures 10,888 208 1,084 460 815 250 3845 337 12 00 506 7.3 18000 200
g lmeay Lolali 43 ail ) Bam dam 44 -._.u._.;n_ug.aqut._AuJ > >
o - & # Yo = £ Henkel Adhesive -
an ! : 10,772 02 1,912 52 - - - - - - 729 507
y 4 5 Technologies
-q}:’ﬂ'q il g a3gal ')_:"'"1 jdgls el 32 Asahi Kasei 2,3 10767 81 1181 63 - - 13601 12.0 - - - : -
UaE3) e Bk = i 1 e : : - : : : :
: ) : : — e a3 psSM 10,616 7.4 1,426 472 17236 304 15626 6.6 2399 42 647 258 20977 0.4
rml.ﬂ:lg:? dL‘-‘u‘.u.n .‘A.Ig.L"n."P _J| | y iy c-.“-'|9.'-|.'> U-.!‘l 34 AkzoNobel 10,603 3.7 693 267 521 110 21518 161 302 22 183 360 34500 34
Persian Gulf
35  Petrochemical Industries 10,199 2.7 3,231 445 3079 25.8 22632 188 94 205 3041 1042 18355 55
. _Company (PGPIC) ; . : _ - - -
36  Eastman Chemical 10,151 6.3 1,562 1.4 1,084 219 15895 00 235 35 528 186 14500 36
37 Arkema 10,099 59 1,083 98 598 76 8461 50 271 2.2 573 190 20,000 1.0
38 Borealis 9550 102 568 373 1,038 473 11397 59 147 B5 373 280 6834 32
Jéﬂ: 39 Huntsman 9379 122 1,038 228 650 423 7953 224 152 101 313 11.0 10,000 0.0
=) * a0 Bayer? 9,351 261 - - - - - - - - - : -
) 41 Wanhua Chemical 8813 141 2339 52 1865 36 11,182 168 234 300 1,494 727 11080 209
t}” 1o g bytde '-‘.. Ly et 3ls 42 IRPCPublicCompany Ltd 8,681 310 316 330 240 316 5645 11 - - 200 425 - .
43 Westlake Chemical 8635 7.4 1,408 149 1034 228 11602 -39 - - 702 217 8870 08
a4 LANKESS 8245 102 577 686 494 3954 9951 166 135 146 569 252 15441 189
45 SIBUR 8198 251 2,380 320 1,507 7.9 18145 1614 - - 2098 104 27270 01
48 Tosoh Corp? 7,852 47 963 491 712 420 8004 38 151 74 501 641 12955 29
47 Formosa Plastics Corp 7,525 11.4 1,865 40 - - 16,381 53 - - . - 71492 041
a8 Sasol®* 7456 42 610 439 - - - - - - - - 13324 35
43 GS Caltex? 7447 173 515 431
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