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Iran Launches Maj or Petchem Projects

Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani ordered the of-
ficial startup of 3 major
petrochemical projects
via videoconference.
During a virtual ceremo-
ny held on Thursday, Dr.
Rouhani inaugurated the
ethane extraction unit of
Parsian Sepehr Refin-
ery and two important
projects for production of
catalysts for the petro-
chemical industry.

The ethane extrac-

tion project of Parsian
Sepehr Refinery is one
of the 17 petrochemical
projects that were put

on agenda of the indus-

dar year, projects such

as Miandoab, Kaveh,
Lorestan Petrochemi-

cal catalyst production
plant, Kimia Pars Middle
East, Bushehr, Lordegan,
potassium sulfate plant
of Urmia, Hegmataneh,
the second phase of Ilam

traction project of Parsian
Sepehr Refinery is one

of the remaining projects
from last year which
came on stream on Thurs-
day, April 15.The plant is
fed by Parsian Refinery,
and Tose’e Energy Tadbir
Company has invested

gl s 5200 5 0 551 g

Y
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ity and generated 5,300
jobs during its installa-
tion and nearly 1,000
during its operation.The
two catalyst projects

that also came online are
among the knowledge-
based projects of the
petrochemical industry.
The two catalytic projects
include the catalysts
needed for production of
polypropylene and heavy
polyethylene (CX).In
catalytic projects, what is
important is the develop-
ment of Iranian techni-
cal knowhow, because
for the first time in the
country that production
of such catalysts has

will make Iran needless
of importing these two
types of catalysts.Iranian
petrochemical industry
consumed about $270
million of catalysts per
year.There are 40 types of
catalysts used in the in-
dustry of which 19 have
so far been localized in
Iran and 9 others will be
introduced by the end of
the current calendar year,
which began on March
20, 2022.The remaining
12 types of catalysts are
being studied and will
hopefully be added to the
list of Iranian catalysts in
the coming years.More-
over, Sabalan methanol,

try last year but was . S 3 been made possible and Masjed Soleiman urea
Petrochemical plant, $1 billion in the project o . . .
delayed because of the ; : o it is a matter of pride and Exir Halal projects
. Bidboland Persian Gulf which is expected to . .

COVID-19 pandemic. o that the technical savvy are in the final stages of
o . . Gas Refinery and Kangan  generate $1,000 million Lo . .
Despite intensification of P f v Th et h of catalyst production is construction and will be
the COVID-19 pandemic, etro-refinery were annua’ly. 1 he prO‘]E?Ct as being developed by the added to the petrochemi-

. . among the plans that been developed with 3.3 .
which was an obstacle in . . Petrochemical Research cal complexes of the
. . came online throughout million tons per year of . .
the way of projects, until W The eth | producti and Technology Com- country in the coming
the end of last calen- the year. The ethane ex- annual production capac- pany (PRTC), and this weeks.
o-® L o-®

Enhancing oil produc-

tion against the backdrop

of oil fields’ complexities

has always been a major
issue of concern for operat-
ing companies, sometimes
proving costly. The three oil
fields - Maroun, Kupal and
Shadegan- in southern Iran
are among oil fields where oil
and condensate production is
complicated. Maroun Oil and
Gas Production Company
(MOGPC) is tasked with oil
and condensate production
from the three fields.

“Iran Petroleum” has inter-
viewed Hamid Kavian, CEO
of MOGPC, to learn more
about the significance of oil
and condensate production
from the trio.How much

is oil and gas production
capacity at MOGPC? Where
does it stand in terms of oil
production among compa-
nies affiliated with National
Iranian South Oil Company
(NISOC)?n terms of produc-
tion, MOGPC ranks the third
among five companies affili-
ated to NISOC. Our crude oil
production capacity stands at
600,000 b/d and our rich gas
output capacity stands at 700
mct/d. In the current calendar
year, in the oil production
sector; oil, rich gas and naph-
tha production has reached
103%, 101% and 102%
respectively of targets, while
development and workover
of wells has led to a 77,000
b/d increase in output.

How well are wells doing?
What measures have been
taken to prevent pressure fall-
off in the reservoirs?

The reservoirs steered by
MOGPC are currently in their
second half-life and we inject

Maroun Oil/Gas Co. Lifts Output

dry gas in order to stabilize
the reservoir pressure and
prevent production pressure
falloff at the Asmari reser-
voirs of Maroun and Kupal.
Given the circumstances of
reservoir rock and fluid, gas
injection is a better choice
than water injection in these
reservoirs. Furthermore,
about 60,000 b/d of petro-
leum sludge is injected into
the reservoir.

How many fields are cur-
rently in the phase of devel-
opment?

The Khami reservoir of
Maroun and the Asmari

and Bangestan reservoirs of
Shadegan are currently in
the phase of development
and increased production.
Operations have begun for
enhanced production from 28
reservoirs run by MOGPC.
That would result in the drill-
ing of 40 development wells
and workover of 20 wells
within the MOGPC jurisdic-
tion.

What has MOGPC done with
regard to fulfilling its produc-
tion engineering obligations?
To fulfil its obligations,
drilling new wells is on the
agenda in addition to work-
over of existing wells. In the
current calendar year, the
drilling of 6 new develop-
ment wells with a flow of
6,500 b/d, workover of 22
wells and an increased output
0f 41,000 b/d led to a 48,000
b/d increase in output.

What has MOGPC done to
reach maximum efficient
recovery?

Measures such as associated
gas control, return of petro-
leum sludge and injection
into reservoirs, gas injection,

planning to install downhole
pumps and applying new
technologies in drilling like
horizontal drilling, are among
the most important measures
we are doing for maximum
efficient recovery (MER).

To that end, 746 mcf/d and
138 mcf/d of gas is injected
respectively into the Asmari
reservoirs of Maroun and
Kupal.

An important issue with
MOGC is to gather associ-
ated gas from oil fields. What
measures have been taken to
that end? How much gas has
been recovered?

Currently, more than 82%
of associated gas is recov-
ered, and 5% is used for
domestic purposes. With the
commissioning of pressure
compression installations

by a domestic company in
the form of selling flare gas,
the associated gas gathering
would increase 4% soon,
while within three years, the
remaining 9% would be also
gathered within the frame-
work of agreements reached
with petrochemical compa-
nies, and gas flaring would
fall to zero.

How is associated gas being
consumed efficiently?
Through initiatives, about
40% of flare gas has been
gathered over recent years,
part of which having been
assigned to the private sector
for sweetening and compres-
sion. That resulted in a 50%
decline in flaring. Apart from
that, supplying gas to various
units by using flare gas is
also another measure we are
undertaking to reach zero
flaring.

Production companies have

supported domestic manu-
facturing. What has MOGPC
done to that effect so far?

A total of 250 items of com-
modities, i.e. 2,800 parts, was
manufactured domestically
by spending about IRR 33
billion. Furthermore, 160
parts were repaired, costing
about IRR 12 billion.

Would you please explain
about overhaul of pipes and
installations at MOGPC?
Workover is a routine process
in any operating company.
But in terms of significance,
the overhaul of the Asmari
gas pressure compressor of
industrial plants No. 3 of
Maroun over only 15 days

in full respect of safety and
environment standards,
overhaul of the Asmarai gas
pressure compressor No. 1,
which reduced gas flaring
and guaranteed petrochemical
feedstock supply, as well as
the overhaul of an auxiliary
pipeline for the transfer of

10 mf/d of gas are among
our most important overhaul
projects.

An issue the minister of
petroleum has always insisted
upon has been to recom-
mend that companies use the
potential of knowledge-based
companies and startups. What
has been done to that effect?
We have largely neutralized
hostile sanctions imposed by
enemies through cooperation
and sharing knowhow with
knowledge-based compa-
nies, startups and domestic
manufacturers. Though
domestic development of
modern knowhow pertaining
to domestic manufacturing of
equipment and development
of cutting edge technology,

there is no need for foreign
knowhow. Under the present
circumstances, we have sup-
plied our commodity needs
through domestic companies.
It is noted that the petroleum
industry’s trust and the com-
pany’s provision of technical
consultation to the private
sector has been instrumental
in achieving this goal.

A major achievement of
MOGPC has been to use
mobile separators that help
protect the environment.
What else has been done to
protect the environment?

A major achievement of
MOGPC, which is important
in terms of protecting the
environment and hydrocarbon
resources, is the recovery

of about 106,000 b/d of oil
through mobile oil separa-
tors (MOS) and mobile oil
treaters (MOT). Furthermore,
for the first time at NISOC,
an oil and gas separator was
installed at the Maroun No. 3
industrial plant whose com-
pletion and commissioning
would help flow any category
of oil into the fuel facility.
Other measures undertaken
in favor of the environment
include replacing the flare
tips and combustion system,
injecting 99% of desalination
wastes into disposal wells,
planting about 50,000 trees
around the installations, giv-
ing petroleum sludge to the
private sector for recovery,
implementing the integrated
project for waste manage-
ment, installing equipment
to combat oil pollution and
building 32.2 ha of green
space.

by Mahnaz Mohammad Qoli
Courtesy of Iran Petroleum

South Pars Refinery Processes
over 17 bem of Gas

The director of the third refinery of the South
Pars Gas Complex (SPGC) said the plant sup-
plied over 17 billion cubic meters of sweet gas
last calendar year which ended on March 20.
According to the National Iranian Gas Com-
pany (NIGC), Mohammad Shafi Moazeni,
emphasizing that the South Pars Gas Complex
is the largest gas producer in the country, said
last year, more than 20 million barrels of gas
condensate was also produced in phases 4 and 5
of SPGC.He also noted the production of ethane
and propane in the refinery, and added: “In the
same period, more than 770,000 tons of ethane
and 600,000 tons of propane were produced in
this refinery.”

Iran OPEC Boss Meets Sec.
Gen. Barkindo

Iran’s OPEC Governor Amir Hossein Zamani-
nia met with HE Mohammad Sanusi Barkindo,
Secretary General of the Organization of the
Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC), in
Vienna on Thursday to discuss ideas concerning
Iran’s return to the global oil market.

Following the meeting, Amir Hossein Zamani-
nia told Shana that the OPEC secretary general
had expressed hope for the favorable outcome
of the current talks over Iran’s nuclear deal with
the world powers and the end of the unjust con-
ditions imposed on Iran and lifting of the sanc-
tions.He added: “T also talked to the Secretary
General about the current management issues of
the OPEC Governing Board, including employ-
ment of new forces in the COVID-19 pandemic,
and I asked for online interviews.”Iran’s OPEC
governor further added: “In this meeting, which
lasted an hour and a half, the OPEC Secretariat
presented the memorial of the late Hossein
Kazempour Ardabili.”Zamaninia, the Deputy
Minister Petroleum for International Affairs and
Trade, is in Vienna for talks within the frame-
work of the P4 + 1 talks.

Non-State Oil Industry
Research, Technology Fund

signs Deals
The Non-State Oil Industry Research and
Technology Fund has signed two contracts for
guaranteed purchases and two contracts for
venture capital.
A ceremony was held on Monday, April 12,
2021, to launch the fund in the presence of
senior oil industry officials including Iranian
Minister of Petroleum Bijan Zangeneh.On the
sidelines of the opening ceremony of the fund, a
guaranteed purchase contract for 10 ESP pumps
was signed between the fund and Parsian Fana-
varan Company and another contract for guar-
anteed purchase of 30 PDC drilling rigs was
signed between the fund and Asmari Company
on the premises of the Iranian Ministry of Petro-
leum.The fund also signed two contracts in the
field of venture capital contracts and extendable
loans to startup companies; firstly a VC contract
of artificial intelligence in the field of HSE was
inked with Faradid Company and, secondly, a
VC contract of EO a refining project was singed
with Aban Company.A sum of Rls. 20,000
billion credit has been provided to knowledge-
based companies through the guarantee of the
fund and Tejarat Bank’s credit line; so far, about
Rls. 1,000 billion of contract-based guarantees
have been provided to technology companies.
Oil Industry Research and Technology Fund
was established in August 2020 in the pres-
ence of 12 shareholders of major oil industry
companies. The fund is a financial institution to
provide financial services to active technology
companies and startups in the oil industry.
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2-8 simple habits for longer-term
natural living, Simple Living Media,
2020, (https://theartofsimple.net/long-
term-natural-living)

-3 4 Steps to a healthy lifestyle,
WebMD, 2020, (https://www.webmd.
com)

4-Ten simple steps to a better
life, Healthy Lifestyle Brands, 2020
(https://www.drweil.com)

5-29 Tips for creating a natural
lifestyle, (https://practicallongevity.
com/)
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